
​**Analysis of "The Stranger" by Albert Camus**​

​**Main Characters**​
​1. **Meursault**: The protagonist, Meursault is an emotionally detached and indifferent man who​
​is more concerned with sensory experiences than societal expectations or moral values.​
​2. **Marie Cardona**: Meursault's girlfriend who represents emotional warmth and love,​
​contrasting with Meursault's apathy.​
​3. **Raymond Sintès**: Meursault's neighbor who is involved in a violent relationship,​
​representing the darker aspects of human nature and the absurdity of life.​
​4. **The Prosecutor**: The antagonist in the court case against Meursault, he symbolizes​
​societal norms and the moral judgment that society imposes on individuals.​
​5. **The Chaplain**: A religious figure who confronts Meursault about his beliefs, representing​
​the societal pressure to conform to conventional morality.​

​**Plot**​
​"The Stranger" follows Meursault, a man living in Algiers, who is indifferent to life and its​
​occurrences. After the death of his mother, he attends the funeral but shows little emotion,​
​which sets the stage for his upcoming trial. Meursault strikes up a relationship with Marie, but​
​his apathetic nature continues to dominate. He becomes embroiled in a conflict involving​
​Raymond, leading to the murder of an Arab man. This act of violence leads to Meursault's trial,​
​where the prosecution focuses more on his character and emotional detachment than the​
​murder itself. Ultimately, he is sentenced to death, not just for the crime but for failing to adhere​
​to societal norms, highlighting the absurdity of existence and the arbitrary nature of justice.​

​**7 Lessons from "The Stranger"**​
​1. **The Absurdity of Life**: Life lacks inherent meaning, and individuals must create their own​
​sense of purpose.​
​2. **Emotional Detachment**: Meursault's indifference raises questions about the nature of​
​human emotions and societal expectations.​
​3. **The Judgment of Society**: Societal norms often dictate moral judgments, revealing the​
​absurdity in how justice is served.​
​4. **Existential Freedom**: Embracing the absurd can lead to personal freedom, as seen in​
​Meursault's acceptance of his fate.​
​5. **Authenticity vs. Conformity**: The struggle between being true to oneself and conforming to​
​societal expectations is a central theme.​
​6. **The Nature of Truth**: Truth can be subjective; what is true for one may not hold for​
​another.​
​7. **Facing Death**: The acceptance of mortality is a profound theme, encouraging readers to​
​confront their own lives and choices.​


